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Summary
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Bond by Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt is a book that talks about the experience of the three young men as they grew without their fathers by their side. The three men assert that they succeeded in a world where men seemed not to care about their children. Their fathers did not participate in bringing them up as fathers should do. Thus, the three grew up in the absence of their fathers, which meant that they were not taught the things that they could have learned from their fathers (Davis & Bernstein, 2008). They had no one by their side who could model them to become men. Thus, they decided to find for themselves people who could model them to become men. 
To the boys and many others who lived in the Newark neighborhood, a Father's day celebration meant no big deal. They did not experience the fatherly love that kids are supposed to have from their fathers, and thus, they did not know when it fell. Rameck asserts that "to us, Father's day was kind of like Rosh Hashanah." This day brought a lot of misery to the three boys (Davis et al., 2008). For instance, George recalls the humiliation that he went through while at school when he asked a classmate to show him how to tie a necktie. This could be attributed to the fact that he did not know how to tie a necktie simply because his father was not there to help him out. 
According to the author, the boy's fathers were not their heroes. The boys hopped in the early years that their fathers were people who hoped not to emulate them in life. Their fathers had failed them in life, and they were left on their own. Thus, the crucial roles that are played by fathers seemed to be nothing to the three boys as they grew because they had not experienced their father's presence since childhood. The absence of their fathers left unfilled holes in their lives. George did not see his father after he had split up with his mother while he was young. Rameck's father was a drug dealer, and most of the time, he spends on drugs or in a cell after he got caught (Davis et al., 2008). Sampson's father moved out while he was still a toddler leaving his mother to take care of several other kids. Thus, by having the boys taking part in activities that endangered their lives can be attributed to the absence of their fathers. 
The three boys set out to look for ways through which they could get modeled into men. Rameck signed up for a Pop Warner football since he thought that it was a thing that boys had to go through. However, Rameck ends up being so embarrassed after he discovers that he is unable to put on his shoulder pads and decides to quit. Sampson sets out to search for a role model in the streets since he could not get the moral support that he needed from his father due to his absence. In the process, Sampson ends up being recruited to a criminal group where they could acquire money in easy and fast ways (Davis et al., 2008). However, this kind of life did not go on for long before he got arrested and being locked up in the juvenile detention center. George was too not left behind in this kind of life; he found himself many times, swallowing his pride, and asked for assistance from his friends to be taught even the simplest tasks such as shaving. 
According to the author, many were the times when the three boys were controlled by their mothers and grandmothers. Their mothers and grandmothers, too, were the only people who were responsible for taking care of the family. They fed them, clothed them, and even fretted over them. These were also the very same people who tried to their level best to shape and instill morally good values into the boys. The boys got lectures from their mothers and fathers, insisting that they should attend classes and stay off the streets (Davis et al., 2008). However, the mothers and grandmothers tried hard to bring up the boys in the correct manner. But, they could not be as effective as their fathers could be. The mothers struggled to raise the boys and the rest of the family members, and it was scary watching them as they got tired and got worn down by stress and poverty. 
The boys ended taking up their dad's role. In both high school and college, the three boys worked together and shared their little knowledge. This is what kept them going in life. As a team, the boys were able to figure out many life's mysteries, such as learning how to handle and treat women and how to pick out a graduation suit. 
This book is about the thoughtful emptiness of the boy's life that lived and grew up in the absence of their fathers. It can also be said to be a book that brings meaning and hopes to live. The book brings about how fathers are vital to a child's development. Later on, the book appears to show how the boys who grew up without their fathers by their sides come to forgive them and embark on reconnecting with them. 
Critique
It was a pleasure to read the book The Bond. The book is a good piece of writing, and it brings to the reader's attention to the experience of three boys who grew in the absence of their fathers. I have learned about you like writers who passed through a harsh life but still persevering to make something good out of such a kind of life. At the start, the writers use a stern voice, but one that depicts honesty. The three boys narrate the harsh life that they went through while growing in the absence of their fathers. This could mean that if the boy's fathers were there for them, maybe life could be somehow easy and bearable. 
The structure of the story is well thought and aligned. The structure is consistently linear, and it links from one chapter to the next. In chapter 1, each of the boys narrates their life experiences. The author talks about what it was while growing in the absence of their fathers. In chapter 2, the author introduces the boy's fathers as they explain what went wrong in life. In chapter 3, the boys resume their own stories. They talk about how they feel now about the kind of life that they passed through and the one that they are now living. In chapter 4, some people join the boys in taking a bold stand to help eradicate the cycle of fatherlessness in their own lives. This is a good move since there are so many people in the society who have lived without fathers by their side.it is also a good and wise move since it covers about how they are successful in life despite the absence of their fathers in their lives. This will help in inspiring people to take a bold stand and keep working hard to make in life.
You have also employed the use of emotion in this story. You seem to resolve the issue of the reader having to think that you are trying to manipulate him or her by writing about yourself in the third person and later on the first person.  You also appear to have written the kind of life that you went through in the absence of the father without being judgmental. 
As a writer, you seem to have worked well in bringing out the intention of this book in a smart way. This is a book of hope, and being such, it was wise of you having to put it in such a way that it brought hope to many people who are hopeless in this life. You seem to appreciate the parents and more so men who have kids. You seem confident that these men are going to stand up for their families no matter the kind of difficulties that might come knocking their doors. This is a good ending of the chapters since the readers will have a chance to go through them and maybe try to become better people in society. 
Personal Reflections on Lessons
The first and most important lesson that I have learned is that of being focused in life. No matter the kind of life that one is going through, he or she must embrace the current situation and look forward to a new and better tomorrow.  The boys passed through a kind of life that many fatherless kids could get carried in and end up being useless people within the society. However, they decide to team up and pull together their efforts in a bid to overcome life's obstacles. They believed in themselves and thus decided to keep pressing on until they make in life. This was a good idea; pulling together their efforts is what can partially be attributed to having caused their success. It is essential to teach yourself to become something, for instance, in this case, to become a father even without a role model. However hard that might sound, people should be taught about this kind of perception towards life. 
Forgiveness is another lesson that I have learned from this book. The three boys went through hard life due to the absence of their fathers. Their fathers left their duties while the three boys were still young. At some point, the writer points out that the boys were unhappy as they watched their mothers, as well as their grandmothers, got worn out by poverty and stress. This shows how they had miserable lives due to the absence of their fathers. Their fathers failed to pick up their fatherly roles in the families. They lacked role models in their lives. They were also not in a position to handle some basic tasks such as tying a necktie. The boys could have learned some of these essential tasks from their fathers only if they were present. However, the boys put behind all the miseries that they faced in life and welcome their fathers once again in their lives.  
The third lesson that I have learned is that a new era is possible. If people get focused on working towards a better life and a better society, they can achieve it. It only requires determination and having a plan by your side. The program acts as a milestone from where you can tell what you have achieved and what you have not and where you lost your course as well as what is to be done to correct the situation. This is important in life since we also look forward to making our future bright or better.
Which author or person do you relate to, if any, and why or why not?
I relate to Dr. Sampson Davis. He currently works as a resident doctor at Beth Israel Medical Center in Newark, New Jersey. I am like him in the sense that I always feel motivated despite hardships that come in life. We all know that any person can fall for the trap of financial difficulties. At some point, we fell in financial challenges, but together as a family, we pulled out of this situation together. All through, I kept promising my inner self that all things are going to get back to normal, and indeed they did. I did not fail to concentrate on my studies due to the situation that we were facing. I kept on working hard, and later on, I emerged with good grades. I also get motivated to make a better and brighter tomorrow. Many are the times when we as youths start worrying about the future due to the current situation that we might be in. However, I chose to see strength in such a situation, and in the process, I saw the light at the end of the tunnel. This is just as Davis did, he worked through a difficult time, and he emerged a victor. Another way in which I relate to Davis is that I like forgiving those who wrong me. Davis forgave his father and looked for a way through which he could reconnect with him. The same way I do, once a friend wrongs me, I always look forward to resolving the issue peacefully.
Conclusion; rate up to 5, how many stars would you give this book, and why?
I would give this book four stars. This is because the authors seem to have attained their purpose. This book was meant to bring hope to the hopeless in society. At the end of the chapter, the authors have included points that could inspire children who have got no role models in their lives. Even today, some fathers or parents do not mentor their kids or do not take up their responsibilities as parents.
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